DRAFT GOVERNOR’S PROCLAMATION
As of November 17, 2025


PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS: Minnesota’s school bus drivers work through every season—from dark winter mornings to bright spring afternoons—safely transporting nearly 700,000 students to and from school and activities each day; and

WHEREAS: These highly trained professionals play a vital role in our education system, often beginning and ending a student’s school day with consistency, care, and a welcoming presence that supports student well-being; and

WHEREAS: Minnesota continues to face a statewide bus driver shortage, and school districts rely on dedicated individuals who step forward to serve their communities in these meaningful and flexible positions; and

WHEREAS: School buses remain the safest way for students to travel, with rigorous safety standards, professional training, and ongoing student education making them nearly eight times safer than traveling by car; and

WHEREAS: As the state’s largest form of mass transportation, Minnesota’s school buses also continue to improve environmental performance through alternative fuels, engine upgrades, and evolving fleet technologies; and

WHEREAS: Minnesota deeply appreciates school bus drivers and recognizes the essential contributions they make every day to public education, family routines, and student safety across the state;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Tim Walz, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim Wednesday, February 18, 2026, as: SCHOOL BUS DRIVER APPRECIATION DAY in the State of Minnesota.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of Minnesota to be affixed at the State Capitol this _____ day of February 2026.
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